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U.S.  TOBACCO  EXPORTS 
LOWER  IN  MAY 

U.S.  exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  in  May  1958  totaled  2k. 1  million 
pounds,  down  18.3  percent  from  May  1957.    The  value,  at  $17-5  million,  was 
down  15.0  percent. 

Exports  of  all  kinds  of  tobacco  except  dark-fired  Kentucky -Tennessee, 
Green  River,  Black  Fat,  and  cigar  leaf  were  below  those  of  May  1957.  Flue- 
cured  and  Burley  exports  were  off  28.7  percent  and  k. 5  percent,  respectively, 
from  the  volume  of  May  1957-    Exports  of  dark-fired  Kentucky -Tennessee,  at 
2.5  million  pounds,  were  nearly  3  times  those  for  May  a  year  ago. 

From  January  through  May  of  1958,  exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco 
totaled  129 . k  million  pounds,  down  13. 7  percent  from  the  corresponding 
period  a  year  earlier. 


TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED :     U.S.  exports,  by  type  and  export  weight, 
January -May  1957  and  1958,  with  percent  change 


Type 

j          May  ; 

•  < 
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January -May 

Percent 

:  1957  : 

• 

1958 

change 

1957 
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:  1,000  ' 
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1,000 
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1,000 
pounds 

1,000 
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Percent 

■  2^,6lO< 

1,527 

9+6 
269 
868 

. . . :  25 

100 

308 
563 

53 

. . . :  18+ 

17,559 
l,+59 
2,519 
122 

668 

53 

62 

:  533 
678 

:  23k 
5 

108 

-  23.7 

-  k.5 

+l66.3« 

-  5^.6 

-  23.0 
+112.0' 

:  -  38.0 

:  +  7^.7 
+  20.  k 

•  ++35.8 

-  kl.3 
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1,932 
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1,275 
l,+20 
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+78 

29 
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9^,3^6 
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10,055 
1,907 
+,28+ 

778 
klk 

:  1,91^ 
.  2,030 

1,009 
27 

935 

:     -  19.^ 
.    +  27.9 
+  Ik. 2 

:     -  1-3 
.     -  26.9 
.    +  16.6 

:    -  67.5 
+  3^.8 
+  26.2 
+111.1 

:    -  6.9 
-  +2.8 

2+,055 

■  -  18.3 

1^9,8+6 

129,371 

-  13.7 

Declared  value 

» 

i  20.6 

17.5 

-  15.0 

.  102.1 

9l.k 

-  10.5 

1/  Includes  sun-cured. 


Compiled  in  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  from  records  of  the  Bureau  of 
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May  exports  of  U.  S.  tobacco  products  were  valued  at  $8.2--up  3^«^ 
percent  from  May  1957.  Cigarette  exports  totaled  1,728  million  pieces, 
compared  with  1,398  a  year  earlier. 

For  the  5-month  period,  January -May  1958,  exports  of  cigarettes  were 
9.0  percent  larger  than  for  the  same  1957  period.    All  other  products 
except  chewing  tobacco  and  snuff  were  shipped  in  larger  volume  this  year. 
Smoking  tobacco  in  bulk  showed  an  especially  significant  gain,  rising 
from  1.3  to  3*6  million  pounds. 

Total  value  of  all  tobacco  products  moving  abroad  in  January-May 
1958  was  $3*+» 3  million- -up  25.6  percent  from  the  value  of  January -May 
1957  exports. 


TOBACCO  PRODUCTS:    U.S.  exports,  January-May  1957  and 
1958,  with  percent  change 
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•  6.1 
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:  27.3 

3LN3 

:  +  25.6 

Cigars  and  cheroots 

(1,000  pieces) . . 
Cigarettes 

(million  pieces) 
Chewing  and  snuff 

(1,000  pounds).. 
Smoking  tobacco  in 
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Smoking  tobacco  in 
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Declared  value 

(million  dollars) 


Pkg 
bulk 


Compiled  in  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  from  records  of  the  Bureau 
of  the  Census. 


ARGENTINA  EXPECTS  SMALLER 
TOBACCO  CROP 

Estimates  of  the  1958  tobacco  crop  in  Argentina  have  been  lowered  to 
62.2  million  pounds  from  the  76. 1  million  expected  earlier.      This  will 
place  the  crop  considerably  under  the  93.5  million  pounds  harvested  in 
1957.    Most  of  the  decline  is  in  Salta  and  Corrientes  Provinces. 
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THAILAND  EXPORTS  TOBACCO 
TO  COMMUNIST  CHINA 

During  April  and  May  of  1958 ,  Thailand  shipped  9»1  million  pounds  of  flue- 
cured  tobacco  to  Communist  China.    This  was  all  low  grade  domestic  leaf  and 
sold  for  an  average  of  about  38  U.S.  cents  per  pound. 

The  Thailand  Tobacco  Monopoly  has  been  unable  to  use  all  of  the  low-grade 
flue-cured  grown  in  the  country  and  is  trying  to  export  the  surplus.  The 
Monopoly  has  found  that  it  must  blend  a  substantial  percentage  of  U.S.  flue- 
cured  with  domestic  flue-cured  in  order  to  make  a  salable  cigarette.  Some 
blends  also  contain  moderate  amounts  of  U.S.  Burley  and  Maryland,  as  well  as 
oriental  tobacco  from  Turkey. 

Thai  consumers  are  used  to  a  high-quality  cigarette.    Monopoly  officials 
believe  that  cigarettes  containing  only  domestic  leaf  would  have  a  limited 
market.    Therefore,  it  is  quite  possible  that  a  shortage  in  supplies  of  U.S. 
tobacco  for  blending  would  lower  cigarette  output  and  result  in  a  larger  sur- 
plus of  Thai  flue-cured. 

SALES  OF  NORTH-EASTERN  RHODESIA'S 
FLUE-CURED  TOBACCO  SUBSIDIZED 

The  first  sales  of  flue-cured  tobacco  from  North -Eastern  Rhodesia  were 
supported  well  by  buyers  this  season.    However,  the  average  price,  equivalent 
to  3^*7  U.S.  cents  per  pound,  was  9  "to  12  U.S.  cents  below  the  average  of 
Southern  and  North-We stern  Rhodesian  flue-cured. 

As  the  government  pays  a  subsidy  to  make  up  the  deficit  between  the  price 
received  at  auction  and  the  support  price,  farmers  in  North-Eastern  Rhodesia 
get  the  same  amount  for  their  leaf  as  do  growers  in  other  parts  of  the  Federation. 

Tobacco  from  this  section  has  always  been  sold  at  separate  sales  because 
buyers  insist  that  it  differs  from  that  grown  in  the  rest  of  the  country.  The 
government  therefore  decided  to  subsidize  it  rather  than  follow  the  desire  of 
North-Eastern  farmers  to  sell  it  unmarked.    This  was  done  to  prevent  countries 
that  do  not  desire  North-Eastern  leaf  from  bypassing  Federation  sales. 

U.K.  ANNOUNCES  NORTHERN 
HEMISPHERE  APPLE  QUOTA 

The  United  Kingdom  has  announced  a  Northern  Hemisphere  import  quota  for 
3.75  million  bushels  of  fresh  apples  from  Western  European  countries  and  the 
dollar  area. 

Imports  of  750,000  bushels  will  be  admitted  July  through  December  1958, 
and  3  million  bushels  from  January  through  June  1959 •     This  quota  consolidates 
the  separate  import  quotas  issued  in  1956-57  and  1957-58  for  Western  Europe 
and  North  America,  and  is  a  further  step  in  liberalizing  fruit  imports  from 
the  dollar  area. 
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CANADA'S  PIG  CROP  TO  BE  40 
PERCENT  LARGER  THIS  FALL 

Canada's  1958  spring  pig  crop  was  24  percent  greater  than  a  year  earlier; 
and  on  June  1,  farmers  intended  to  increase  farrowings  for  the  fall  pig  crop 
"by  40  percent,  according  to  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics. 

Increases  in  Canadian  hog  production  are  much  greater  percentagewise 
than  those  in  the  United  States.    This  suggests  relatively  large  exports  of 
pork  to  the  United  States  "beginning  late  this  year  when  1958  spring  pigs 
start  coming  to  market  in  volume.    Even  greater  increases  may  be  expected 
about  6  months  later  when  fall  pigs  are  marketed. 

Canadian  hog  numbers  on  June  1  were  an  estimated  6.2  million  head,  27 
percent  more  than  a  year  earlier.    The  increase  in  Western  Canada  was  36 
percent;  in  Eastern  Canada  19  percent.    This  was  the  first  time  since 
World  War  II  that  Western  Canada  had  more  hogs  (3.1  million  head)  than 
Eastern  Canada. 

The  sharp  increase  in  the  intentions  for  fall  farrowings  reflects  the 
very  favorable  feed  situation,  the  high  hog -barley  price  ratio,  and  the  new 
higher  price  supports  on  hogs.    Since  June  1956  the  hog-barley  ratio  has 
been  above  the  longtime  (1913-29)  average  of  18.3.    It  was  27-5  in  June 
1958. 

HOGS:    Canada,  numbers  on  farms,  June  1  and  December  1, 

1951-58  1/ 


June  1 

December  1 

Year 

:  Under 

6 

:  Under 

:  6 

6 

months 

:  Total 

:  6 

:  months 

:  Total 

months 

and  over 

.  months 

land  over 

Thousand- 

Thousand 

; Thousand 

Thousand 

Thousand 

: Thousand 

1951  

1952  

1953  

1954  

1955  

1956  

1957  

1958  

3,894.1 

4,096.5' 

3, 008.  4' 

3,508.5' 

3,733.5 

3,669.5' 

3,768.0' 

4,706.0' 

1,020.2 
1,331.0 
962.1 

-  931.5 
:  1,066.0 
l,06l.i+ 
1,089.0 
1,^58.0 

:  4, 914.3 
:  5,^27.5 
:  3,970.5 
4, 44o.o 

•  4,799.5 
4,730.9 
4,857.0 

•  6,164.0' 

3,722.0 
3,386.5 
2,936.5 
3,287.5 
3,430.5 
3,201.0 

3,553.0 

:  1,631.0 
:  1,604.5 
1,132.5 
1,364.5 
1,388.5 
1,360.0 
1,607.0 

5,353.0 
4,991.0 
4,069.0 
4,652.0 
:  4,819.0 
4,561.0 
5,160.0 

1/  Excludes  Newfoundland,  which  had  1,820  pigs  on  farms  according  to  the 
June  1956  census. 
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IRISH  BEEF  GOES  TO  NORWAY 

A  packing  plant  at  Dublin,  Ireland,  is  filling  an  order  of  300  tons  of 
manufacturing  beef  for  shipment  to  Norway.  This  is  the  first  Irish  beef  to 
be  shipped  to  that  country  in  recent  years. 

Canner  and  cutter  cattle  are  scarce  and  Irish  prices  are  high.  Ireland 
shipped  large  quantities  of  these  grades  to  France  in  195^  and  to  the  United 
States  and  Spain  in  1957* 

PAKISTAN  RAISES  EXPORT  QUOTAS 
FOR  RAW  GOAT  SKINS 

Pakistan's  export  quota  for  raw  goat  skins  for  the  year  ending  March  31> 
1959*  is  6.7  million  pieces,  compared  with  k.6  million  pieces  last  year. 
This  quota  pertains  to  the  non-dollar  area,  as  exports  to  the  dollar  area 
are  on  open  general  license  and  therefore  are  freely  exportable. 

Generally,  export  licenses  for  goat  skins  are  issued  automatically  to 
established  shippers  on  the  basis  of  previous  shipments.    Applications  from 
newcomers  will  also  be  considered  if  supported  by  a  letter  of  credit  and 
filed  by  the  end  of  February  1959' 


LIVESTOCK  PROSPECTS  GOOD  FOR 
NORTHERN  MEXICAN  RANCHERS 

Northern  Mexican  ranchers  are  profiting  from  favorable  weather  this 
year  and  have  a  good  market  for  their  livestock. 

Chihuahua  had  better -than -normal  winter  and  spring  rains,  and  agri- 
cultural prospects  are  the  best  in  some  years.    Cattlemen  have  begun 
rebuilding  their  herds.    Cattle  numbers  are  now  estimated  at  only  about 
500,000  head,  compared  with  3*000,000  head  7  years  ago. 

Ranchers  in  Nuevo  Laredo  have  had  good  calf  crops  this  year;  cows  have 
been  in  good  condition  since  rains  began  to  improve  pastures  in  early  1957* 
In  Durango,  however,  drought  persists,  and  ranchers  there  have  been  selling 
more  animals.    As  a  result,  this  year's  slaughter  at  the  Ciudad  Juarez  plant 
has  been  almost  double  last  year's. 

In  addition  to  Mexican  demand  for  cattle  for  restocking,  there  has  also 
been  strong  U.S.  demand  for  feeder  cattle,    U.S.  imports  of  Mexican  cattle 
during  January- June  this  year  were  282,000  head,  compared  with  155^000  a 
year  earlier.    Mexico's  quota  on  exports  from  Chihuahua  this  year  is  120,000 
head.    U.S.  imports  of  Mexican  beef  so  far  this  year  are  sharply 'above  the 
low  levels  of  1955~57«    During  January-May,  they  totaled  2k  million  pounds, 
compared  with  13  million  during  all  of  1957° 
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BRITISH  WOOL  CONSUMPTION  DECLINES 

The  U.K.  rate  of  consumption  of  raw  wool  in  May  1958  'was  down  5  per- 
cent from  April  and  16  percent  from  last  May,  according  to  the  Wool  Industry 
Bureau  of  Statistics.    The  consumption  rate  in  woolen  spinning  and  felting 
of  fibers  other  than  virgin  wool  was  the  lowest  since  September  1952,  and 
consumption  of  shoddy  and  mungo  was  the  lowest  since  December  19^-9 • 

YUGOSLAVIA  PLANS  TO  EXTEND 
CANNED  MEAT  EXPORTS  TO  U.  S. 

Five  Yugoslav  meat -processing  plants  will  be  producing  meat  products 
meeting  U.S.  import  standards,  the  Federal  Chamber  of  Foreign  Trade  reports. 
Yugoslav  exports  of  canned  meat  products  to  all  countries  have  increased 
steadily  from  2,0kk  tons  in  1955  to  6,523  tons  in  I956  and  11,283  tons  in 
1957. 

Britain  is  the  largest  importer  from  Yugoslavia.    Since  1956,  the 
U.S.S.R.  has  been  the  second  largest  customer;  its  purchases  in  1957  totaled 
3,000  tons  but  some  of  this  meat  was  actually  shipped  in  1958.    A  trade 
agreement  of  last  year  provides  for  annual  delivery  of  2,000  tons  from  1958 
through  i960.    Most  of  the  exports  to  the  Soviet  Union  have  been  a  special 
meat  product,  "tusonka."    West  Germany  is  also  a  big  market. 

Export  pork  products  include  hams  and  shoulders,  luncheon  meat,  tongues, 
pate,  goulash,  and  various  kinds  of  salami  and  sausages. 

U.S.  EXPECTS  MORE 
AUSTRALIAN  LAMB 

Australia  will  be  able  to  ship  more  mutton  and  lamb  to  the  United 
States  beginning  October  1,  1958,  due  to  changes  in  the  U.K. -Australian 
15 -year  meat  agreement  which  will  allow  Australia  to  export  mutton  and 
lamb  in  any  quantity,  to  any  country. 

Since  July  1,  1952,  when  the  agreement  was  drawn  up,  all  of  Australia's 
lamb  and  mutton  have  gone  to  the  United  Kingdom  except  for  a  "free  market 
quota"  which  went  to  other  markets,  including  the  United  States.    The  free 
market  quota  was  changed  from  time  to  time  by  mutual  agreement. 

Members  of  an  Australian  meat  mission  now  in  London  to  negotiate  prices 
under  the  15-year  agreement  plan  to  study  meat  marketing  possibilities  in 
North  America.    They  are  particularly  interested  in  markets  for  leaner 
classes  of  mutton,  for  which  demand  has  developed.    The  Department  of 
Primary  Industry  has  already  studied  U.S.  inspection  and  quarantine  pro- 
visions for  imported  meat  so  that  Australian  shipments  will  meet  U.S. 
requirements . 

Australia  exported  6k  million  pounds  of  lamb  and  28  million  of  mutton 
in  1957.    The  United  States  took  a  total  of  only  1.2+  million  pounds  of 
this.    U.S.  imports  from  Australia  in  January -May  1958,  however,  totaled 
2+.5  million  pounds,  with  2\  million  pounds  coming  in  during  May. 
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NETHERLANDS  MARKET  OPEN  TO 
U.S.  READY-TO-COOK  POULTRY 

Entry  of  sizable  quantities  of  poultry  and  poultry  products  into  the 
Netherlands  market  for  the  first  time  is  expected  as  result  of  the  Dutch 
Government's  statement  earlier  this  year  that  it  will  issue  import  permits 
for  U.S.  ready-to-cook  poultry. 

The  poultry  and  poultry  products  shipped  to  the  Netherlands  must  meet 
all  the  requirements  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  inspection  and 
be  accompanied  by  a  PY-103  certificate.    The  poultry  and  poultry  pro'ducts 
covered  by  the  certificate  must  be  derived  from  healthy  poultry  and  not 
show  any  symptoms  of  infections  diseases.    The  poultry  must  be  processed 
in  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture -approved  eviscerating  plants. 

In  order  to  protect  Dutch  flocks ,  whenever  there  is  known  to  be  an 
outbreak  of  certain  poultry  diseases  in  the  general  procurement  area  in 
which  the  plant  is  located,  the  poultry  processed  in  such  plants  will  not 
be  certified  for  export  to  the  Netherlands  during  such  outbreaks  and  for 
^0  days  thereafter. 

Although  the  Netherlands  is  a  major  exporter  of  poultry,  the  completely 
eviscerated  ready-to-cook  meat-type  bird  is  new  to  the  Dutch  market.  The 
per  capita  consumption  of  poultry  is  low  in  the  Netherlands  and  belief  is 
this  new  type  U.S.  product  will  do  much  to  raise  the  per  capita  consumption 
and  will  be  mutually  beneficial  to  the  Netherlands  and  to  the  United  States. 
The  U.S.  product  is  expected  to  develop  and  expand  the  Dutch  consumer  market. 
The  achievement  of  this  objective  will  depend,  however,  on  the  export  of 
only  top-quality  products  to  this  important  new  U.S.  market. 

BELGIAN  CONGO  OPENS 
RECOMBINED  MILK  PLANT 

A  plant  for  recombining  milk  has  been  established  at  Leopoldville  in 
the  Belgian  Congo.    Installation  of  German -manufactured  equipment  has  been 
completed,  and  a  small  quantity  of  milk  is  being  sold  to  consumers. 

Plant  capacity  is  now  1,100  pounds  per  hour,  but  it  can  be  increased 
to  2,200  pounds  per  hour.    Present  production  of  milk  is  only  770  pounds 
per  day  but  is  expected  to  increase  substantially  as  the  market  expands. 

Belgium  is  supplying  the  butter  and  dry  skim  milk  for  the  recombining 
process.    The  c.i.f. -Leopoldville  price  for  Belgian  dry  skim  milk  is  12.3 
cents  per  pound,  and  the  price  for  butter  is  20  cents  per  pound.  The 
reconstituted  milk  is  currently  retailing  for  30  cents  per  quart  and  20 
cents  per  pint,  in  contrast  to  70  cents  per  quart  for  local  fresh  milk 
and  an  average  of  50  cents  per  quart  for  imported  sterilized  milk  from 
Western  Europe. 
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PERU  ISSUES  NEW  MILK 
RECOMBINING  REGULATIONS 

On  July  k}  1958;  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  of  Peru  issued  the  fol- 
lowing regulations  covering  establishment  of  milk  recombining  plants: 

(1)  Organizations  or  individuals  desiring  to  establish  a  recombining 
plant  must  obtain  approval  from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

(2)  Only  natural  ingredients  of  milk--i.e.,  dry  nonfat  solids  and 
concentrated  butterfat  or  dry  whole  milk- -may  be  used  in  recom- 
bining. 

(3)  Ingredients  used  can  be  either  domestically  produced  or  imported. 
(This  clause  presumably  supersedes  the  Lima  minicipal  regulation 
requiring  that  ingredients  used  for  recombining  must  have  been 
locally  produced.) 

( k)  Two  types  of  recombined  milk  will  be  permitted: 

(a)  Whole  milk  with  a  butterfat  content  of  3  percent,  and 

(b)  Skim  milk  with  not  less  than  9  percent  of  solids  (nonfat). 
( 5)  Milk  will  be  sold  in  bottles  only,  with  a  safety  cap  properly 

labeled  as  to  composition.    Bulk  delivery  of  milk  to  public 
welfare  agencies  may  be  permitted  upon  approval  of  appropriate 
authorities. 

Effective  July  7th,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  authorized  increases 
in  the  retail  prices  of  raw  whole  milk,  the  first  increase  in  several  years. 
Raw  milk  in  bulk  was  increased  from   9.0    cents  to    10.0    cents  per  quart; 
raw  milk  in  bottles  from  10-1/2  to  12  cents  per  quart. 

On  the  same  date,  a  private  firm  was  commissioned  to  distribute  powdered 
nonfat  milk  in  low-income  neighborhoods  at  a  price  equivalent  to  about  6 
cents  per  quart,  when  reconsitiuted  into  fluid  skim  milk. 

LARGE  TURKISH  FILBERT 
CROP  FORECAST 

The  1958  Turkish  filbert  crop  is  forecast  at  110,000  short  tons, 
unshelled.    This  is  the  "on"  year  in  Turkish  filbert  production.    The  fore- 
cast is  well  above  last  season's  "off"  year  crop  of  66,000  tons,  but  sub- 
stantially less  than  the  I956"  and  I95I+  harvests  of  1^3,000  and  136,000  tons, 
respectively. 

The  Turkish  carryout  at  the  end  of  the  1957-58  season  (August  31)  is 
tentatively  estimated  at  7,000  tons,  unshelled  basis.    Turkish  supplies 
for  1958-59  would,  therefore,  total  117,000  tons  while  1957-58  supplies, 
including  1956-crop  stocks  of  2^,000  tons,  totaled  90,000  tons. 
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NEW  QUALITY  BRANDS 
FOR  SPANISH  CITRUS 

Trade  sources  report  that  the  Spanish  National  Fruit  Syndicate  has 
decided  to  establish  special  quality  brands  for  citrus.    Any  packer  will  be 
permitted  to  use  the  brands  if  he  abides  by  specified  packing  regulations. 
The  packing  specifications  have  not  yet  been  formulated  but  are  now  under 
discussion  and  may  be  used  in  the  1958-59  season. 

The  brands  will  be  "Valencia"  for  oranges  and  "Murcia"  for  lemons. 

SOUTHERN  RHODESIA  TO  EXPAND 
CITRUS  PRODUCTION 

Southern  Rhodesia  plans  a  substantial  increase  in  the  production  of 
citrus,  primarily  oranges,  for  export  in  processed  form. 

The  Mazoe  Citrus  Estate,  which  produces  about  half  of  the  country's 
processed  exports,  has  acquired  6f0kk  additional  acres  on  which  to  plant 
100,000  citrus  trees  to  double  production.    Mazoe1 s  present  annual  output 
is  about  285,000  boxes. 

Last  year  102,000  gallons  of  processed  citrus  were  sold  as  concentrated 
juice,  9,000  gallons  as  single -strength  juice,  and  83,000  pounds  as  essential 
oils.    Also,  the  factory  on  the  estate  rendered  1,700,000  pounds  of  cattle 
meal  as  a  byproduct.    Factory  capacity  probably  will  have  to  be  doubled  to 
handle  the  increasing  volume  of  production. 

The  newly  purchased  holdings  have  been  used  for  corn  and  some  tobacco 
in  the  past.    The  present  Mazoe  Estate  has  51,000  acres,  of  which  1,660 
acres  are  under  citrus.    Expansion  is  practical  as  the  estate  includes  an 
805 -acre  artificial  lake  which  can  adequately  supply  irrigation  water  to 
both  estates. 

AUSTRALIAN  APPLE  AND  PEAR 
EXPORTS  SET  RECORD 

The  Australian  Apple  and  Pear  Board  has  announced  that  apple  and  pear 
exports  during  the  1957-53  season  totaled  500,000  boxes  more  than  originally 
forecast  by  the  trade.    Exports  by  destination  were: 


Country  of  destination 


Apples 


Pears 


1,000  boxes 


1,000  boxes 


United  Kingdom 

Sweden  

Germany,  West. 


Netherlands 
Finland. . . . 


Norway. 
Belgium 


3,77^ 

679 

ikQ 
118 

323 

68 


l,12k 

226 

15 

'  26 

30 


Total 


5,515 


1,1*21 
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IRAQ,  EXPECTS  LARGE  RICE  CROP 

Iraq  expects  to  harvest  a  large  rice  crop  in  1958*    Acreage  is  "believed 
to  be  up  slightly  from  the  high  level  of  1957;  and  there  is  adequate  irriga- 
tion water.    Although  yields  are  expected  to  he  above  average,  it  is  too 
early  to  ascertain  how  the  harvest  will  compare  with  the  exceptionally  good 
crop  of  1957.    Rice  is  planted  mainly  in  April  and  harvested  in  October. 

JAPAN'S  RICE  CROP  SATISFACTORY ; 
PRICES  TO  PRODUCERS  SET 

Japan's  rice  crop  of  1958  as  of  mid- July  was  reported  to  he  making 
satisfactory  progress,  despite  lack  of  rain  in  some  areas  and  pessimism  in 
recent  weeks  concerning  the  outcome  of  the  crop. 

Although  official  data  of  a  crop  progress  report  of  July  15  is  not  yet 
available,  indications  are  that  the  crop  will  not  he  less  than  in  "1956,  when 
nearly  30  billion  pounds  of  rough  rice  were  harvested. 

Producer  prices  for  the  1958  crop,  adopted  July  k,  are  $8.67  per  100 
pounds  of  brown  rice,  with  third  grade  as  the  standard.    Prices  approxi- 
mate those  for  the  1957  crop.    To  encourage  producers  to  sign  preharvest 
sales  contracts,  this  year  the  government  will  advance  a  payment  of  $1.68 
per  100  pounds  of  brown  rice  upon  signing  the  contract. 

The  tax  reduction  privilege  that  has  previously  been  in  effect  as  a 
bonus  for  signing  preharvest  contracts  will  be  continued  this  year.  Under 
the  provision,  the  farmer  may  deduct  from  his  income  tax  assessment  $1.17 
per  100  pounds  of  brown  rice  delivered. 


RICE,  BROWN: 


Japan,  average  official  prices  to  producers, 
crops  1955  to  1958 


Item  [ 

1955 

1  1956 

;  1957 

:  1958 

• 

-  (Dollars  per  100  pounds)  -  - 

8.19 

'  7.95 

:  8.19 

:  8.15 

Additional  payment  to  preharvest  contract: 

0.08 

0.08 

:  0.08 

:  0.08 

.18 

:  .18 

:  .15 

;  .18 

:  .01 

.01 

:  .02 

Grade  differential  2/   : 

-.08 

+  .08 

:  +.08 

;  +.06 

.16 

.  .16 

-  .16 

:  .18 

• 

8.53 

8.46 

8.67 

8.67 

l/  Third  grade  as  standard.  2/  Additional  payment,  or  reduction  for  devia- 
tion from  third  grade. 


Compiled  from  official  and  trade  sources. 
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PORTUGAL'S  GRAIN  CROP  SMALLER 

The  1958  grain  crop  in  Portugal  is  smaller  than  the  1957  harvest, 
according  to  preliminary  forecasts.    Wheat- -the  largest  grain  crop- -is  now 
forecast  at  25.5  million  bushels,  13  percent  less  than  the  large  1957  pro- 
duction. 

Rye  production,  as  forecast  at  7«7  million  bushels,  is  5  percent  less 
and  barley  at  5*1  million  is  6  percent  less  than  a  year  ago.    Oats  production 
is  estimated  at  8.9  million  bushels --3  percent  less  than  in  1957.  Early 
corn  is  expected  to  be  about  1  percent  below  last  year*s  outturn.    No  esti- 
mate is  available  for  the  more  important  late  corn  crop. 

The  reduction  from  the  1957  level  is  mainly  due  to  unfavorable  weather, 
though  slight  reductions  in  acreage  are  reported  for  the  coarse  grains. 
The  substantial  reduction  in  the  wheat  crop  is  entirely  due  to  smaller 
yields,  since  acreage  is  larger  than  in  1957' 

NORWAY'S  1958  GRAIN 
CROP  SLIGHTLY  LARGER 

Norway's  1958  grain  production  will  be  about  10  percent  above  the  small 
crop  last  year,  according  to  preliminary  forecasts  at  the  beginning  of  July. 
Grain  acreage  is  slightly  larger  than  in  1957  because  of  an  increase  in 
barley  acreage.    That  increase,  together  with  near-average  yield  prospects 
for  barley,  make  the  outlook  for  barley  the  most  favorable  of  the  grains. 

Barley  production,  is  now  forecast  at  16.5  million  bushels,  compared 
with  1^.5  million  last  year.    Oats  production  is  forecast  at  9*5  million 
bushels,  little  change  from  the  1957  crop.    Wheat  production  in  Norway  is 
small  and  the  forecast  of  about  a  million  bushels  is  about  the  same  as  in 
1957. 

INDIA  REPORTS  POOR  PROSPECTS  FOR 
LATE  GRAIN  CROPS 

Prospects  for  late  grain  crops  in  India  are  less  favorable  than  at 
this  time  last  year  because  of  dry  conditions  in  a  number  of  areas. 
Shortage  of  rainfall  has  adversely  affected  prospects  for  corn,  grain 
sorghums,  and  millets,  especially  in  West  Bengal,  Assam,  and  Bihar,  and 
has  delayed  planting  in  most  of  northern  India. 

Early  grain  crops,  wheat  and  barley,  harvested  in  April -May  were  above 
average  despite  some  reduction  in  acreage.  Wheat  production  was  about  320 
million  bushels  and  barley  about  120  million  bushels,  according  to  the 
first  official  estimate.  Marketings  of  those  grains  had  been  considerably 
below  normal,  UP  "to  mid-July.  The  below-average  marketings  of  small  grains 
and  poor  prospects  for  coarse  grains  have  been  reflected  in  an  increase  in 
grain  prices,  especially  for  wheat. 
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YUGOSLAV  MILK  OUTPUT 
UP  SHARPLY 

Yugoslav  milk  production  increased  12  percent  in  1957  to  a  record  high 
of  5>080  million  pounds,  according  to  official  estimates.    Production  of 
cows*  milk  was  up  sharply,  while  output  of  sheeps'  milk  declined  and  goats' 
milk  remained  at  the  1957  level. 

Production  per  cow  was  up  moderately  during  1957 ,  "but  much  of  the 
increased  output  was  due  to  an  increase  in  milk  cow  numbers.    Many  cows 
have  been  shifted  to  milk  production  as  horses  and  tractors  have  been 
gradually  replacing  cows  as  work  animals.    This  is  expected  to  continue 
in  1958>  and  milk  output  will  very  likely  increase  further. 

GREEK  IMPORTS  OF 
WHEAT  DECLINE 

Greece  will  probably  import  little  or  no  wheat  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1959*    This  is  due  to  the  expectation  of  a  bumper  crop 
which  would  meet  the  country's  requirements. 

The  United  States  has  been  Greece's  main  source  of  wheat  during  post- 
war years.    Exports  of  wheat  (excluding  flour)  from  the  United  States  to 
Greece  average  13.7  million  bushels  annually  during  the  10-year  period 
ending  June  30,  1957. 

U.S.  exports  of  wheat  to  Greece  during  July -May  1957-58  amounted  to 
2.9  million  bushels,  compared  with  18.8  million  during  the  same  11  months 
a  year  earlier.    Greece  has  imported  insignificant  quantities  of  flour 
during  the  past  few  years. 

SWEDEN  IMPORTED  LESS 
RICE  IN  1957 

Sweden  imported  l8,i+80,000  pounds  of  rice  in  1957,  compared  with 
2if,670,000  pounds  in  1956.    The  imports  were  slightly  more  than  the  average 
of  l8,3to, 000  pounds  in  I95I-55. 

Rice  imports  from  Italy,  the  principal  country  of  origin  in  recent 
years,  declined  sharply.    At  the  same  time,  the  total  amount  taken  from 
countries  other  than  Italy  increased.    The  Netherlands,  supplying  rice 
mostly  grown  in  Thailand,  was  the  second  principal  source,  followed  by 
Egypt,  the  United  States,  and  Argentina. 

The  average  price  of  rice  imported  in  1957  increased  slightly  over 
the  1956  price.    As  of  mid-May  1958,  the  import  price,  c.i.f.,  from  three" 
countries  were  as  follows  (dollars  per  100  pounds):    Italy,  "J.hk;  Thailand, 
9.63;  and  the  United  States,  8.75. 

Wholesale  prices  for  the  rice  were  (dollars  per  100  pounds):  Italy, 
8.32;  Thailand,  10. 51;  and  United  States,  9.63.    The  retail  price  for  the 
rice  was  (cents  per  pound):    Italy,  12.3;  Thailand,  15.8  and  the  United 
States,  13.6  to  Ik.    No  significant  price    changes  are  anticipated. 


August  k,  1958 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


15 


A  firm  in  south  Sweden  plans  to  start  the  production  of  precooked  rice 
in  the  near  future.    There  are  no  tariffs  on  rice  imports  into  Sweden, 
except  for  rice  starch. 


RICE,  MILLED:     Sweden,  imports  by  country  of  origin,  and  by  quantity 

and  value,  1955-57 


Country  of 
origin 

;  1955 

1956 

1957 

' Quantity 

'Average 
import 
price 

Quantity 

Average 
import 
price 

Quantity 

Average 
import 
,  price 

• 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

:  1,000 

per 

1,000 

per  : 

1,000 

;  per 

:  pounds 

•  « 

pound 

pounds 

:  pound 

pounds 

:  pound 

• 

*                               MM  * 

595 

:        5.9  : 

i,koo 

:  7.1 

Belgium-Luxembourg. . 

.:  1,623 

6~7  • 

If85 

7.0 

172 

5.8 

,:  1,14-99 

7.7 

981 

5.5 

1,852 

:  5.9 

32*f 

13.0  - 

^36 

:      13.1  : 

335 

.  13.1 

lk6 

8.2 

309 

:  l.h 

•    6,191  ; 

7.6 

13A57 

:  7.2 

5,853 

:  7.7 

3,38>f 

9.0 

if,  760 

:  9-0 

5,^39 

:  8.0 

721 

:  6.5 

209 

5.3 

201 

:      10. if 

hk 

:  9-1 

United  States  

8.8  : 

1,186 

10.6  : 

l,k02 

.  11.7 

.:       897  : 

7.8 

1,933 

5.5 

637 

:  6.9 

.:  311 

^.5  - 

VfO 

8.1 

^39 

7.3 

136 

5.9 

5.2 

185 

:  5.3 

• 

16,823 

8.0 

2^,667 

;  7.6 

:  18, ^ 79 

1  7.8 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 


TURKEY'S  SUPPLY  OF  FATS  AND 
OILS  DOWN  IN  1957-58 

Turkey's  supply  of  fats  and  oils  for  the  year  beginning  November  1, 
1957,  is  estimated  at  10  percent  below  that  of  the  previous  year.    This  is 
attributed  to  declines  of  almost  two -thirds  in  domestic  olive  oil  production 
and  of  about  one -third  in  sunflower  seed  oil  output. 

Partially  offsetting  these  production  declines  is  a  33,000-ton  increase 
in  imports.    An  estimated  77,000  tons  of  U.  S.  cottonseed  and  soybean  oil 
will  be  imported  this  year- -all  under  Title  I  of  Public  Law  lf80.    Imports  in 
1956-57  totaled  if  if,  000  tons,  equally  divided  between  U.  S.  cottonseed  oil  and 
tallow- -also  under  P.L.  if30.    The  imported  tallow  was  used  to  make  soap,  but  1 
no  tallow  was  available  through  P.L.  I+80  this  year,  soap  manufacturers  must 
use  other  materials.    Formerly  the  Turks  used  edible  olive  oil  to  make  soap, 
hut  this  is  now  prohibited  by  decree.    About  8,800  tons  of  soap  stock  will 
be  available  from  olive  oil  refining  processes  this  year.     (Table  follows.) 
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VEGETABLE  OILS  AND  FAT:    Turkey,  estimated  supply  and  distribution, 

year  beginning  November  1,  1956  and  1957 


:  1956    :  1957  :  1956  :  1957  :  1956  :  1957  :  1956  :  1957 


SUPPLY 

Kind  of  ' 
oil  or  fat  : 

:     Beginning    :    p^^^  •  Sports 
stocks,  Nov.  1:  : 

Total  supply 

Edible: 

Olive   

Cottons  eed . . 
Sunflower 

s  eed  ••«...< 
Sesame  seed. 
Poppys eed ... 
Soybean  .... 

:    1,000:  1,000:  1,000:  1,000:  1,000:  1,000 
:    short:  short:  short:  short:  short:  short 
:    tons  :  tons  :  tons  :  tons  :  tons  :  tons 

:  1,000:  1,000 
:  short:  short 
:  tons  :  tons 

\  3.9', 
:  11.6 

:  2.8. 

:  .1. 

1  4 

k  1 

:  15.4 
!  4.4' 

:  2.8, 
!  .1 

:  84.5 
:  29.8 

:  33.1 
:  1.1 
i  .9 

> 

t  37.4 
:  29.2 

:  22.0 
!  1.1 
:  .8 

> 
* 

-  ■ 

:  22.0 

!  30.3 

:  46.8 

•  4 
»  4 

:  88.4 
:  63.4 

:  35.9 
:  1.1. 
|  1.0 

» 
» 

:  52.8 
'  63.9 

:  24.8 
:  1.1 
:  .9 
46,8 

:  18.4. 

:  22.7 

s  149.4 

:  90.5 

:  22.0 

:  77.1 

:  189.8 

:  190.3 

Industrial :  : 

:  2.2 

!  5.0 
;  14.0 

!  5.5 
:  5.5 

!  5.0! 

:  14.0: 

:  5.5 
7.7 

Sulfur  olive 

i  2.2 

:  19,0 

:  11,0 

:_19.Pr  13.2 

Animal : 

!. .  1.1 

!  1.1 

!  5.0 

!  5,5 

i  22.0 

I  .3 

!    #  .l! 

6,9 

Total  .... 

:  19.5 

:  26.0 

:  173.4. 

:  107.0 

:  44.0 

:  77.4 

:  236.9: 

:  210.4 

DISTRIBUTION 

Kind  of       :                       •      Industrial :Ending  stocks- 
oil  or  fat      :                       :        uses        :    October  31 

:  Total 

:  distribution 

Edible: 

Olive   

Cottons  eed . . 
Sunflower 
s  eed  ...... 

Sesame  seed. . 
Poppys eed. . . ; 

i  i 

:  64.1s 
t  48.9 

:  33.1: 
:  1.1: 

t  .9! 

37.4s 
i  55.1 

:  23.1. 
:  1.1 
:  .8; 

:  23.1: 

8.9' 
:  10.1: 

t  < 

I  4 

:  8.8 
:  5.5 

:  1.1 
i   19  .si 

:  15.4 
:  4.4 

:  2.8. 
:  .1: 

:  6.6 
t  3.3. 

:  .6; 

:  .1: 
:  3.9: 

• 

:    88.4:  52.8 
:    63.4:  63.9 

:    35.9:  24.8 
:     1.1:  1.1 
:     1.0:  .9 
— ;  46.$ 

!  148,1' 

:  149.6, 

:  19.0: 

•  35.2 

i  22,7; 

14.5: 

189.8:  190.3 

Industrial : 

5.0: 
'    11.8 ; 

:  5.5: 

;  7.7: 

►  • 

5.0:  5.5 
14. P- '  7.7 

Sulfur  olive 

2.2! 

16.8: 

13.2: 

:  2,2: 

19.0:    12 ,2 

Animal :  : 

3.3; 

23,1; 

3.6! 

 1  tl : 

• 

28,1:  6,9 

Total  . . . . : 

:  152.0: 

143.9: 

58.9: 

52.0: 

26.0: 

14.5: 

236.9:  210.4 
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WORLD  BUTTER  AW  CHEESE  PRICES :    Wiolesale  prices  at  specified  markets, 

with  comparisons 
 (U,  S.  cents  per  pound) 


Country,  market,  and 
description 


Butter 


1958 


Quotations  . 

Cur-:  Month  :  "Sear"" " 
re  nt : earlier : earlier 


United  Kingdom  (London) 
New  Zealand,  finest— 
Australian  choicest— 
New  Zealand,  finest 

white- —  ■  -« 

Australian  choicest 

white——  — 


Australia  (Sydney) 
Choicest  butter- 
Choicest  cheddar— 


Irish  Republic  (Dublin) 

Creamery  butter  

Cheese—  • 


Denmark  (Copenhagen)- 

France  (Paris) 

Charentes  creamery- 
Germany  (Kempten) 

Markenbutter  


United  States 
92-score  creamery  (N.Y.) 
Cheddar  (Wisconsin )--  


Netherlands  (Leeuwarden) 

Creamery  butter  

Full  cream  Gouda  — — 

Edam,  UO  percent  


Belgium  (Hasselt)- 


Canada  (Montreal) 
1st  grade  creamery- 
Ontario  white — - — 


June  26 
June  26 


July  1 


June  26 


June  19 

June  30 

June  25 
June  27 


June  30 


June  26 
June  21 


26.9 
25.6 


1*8.5 


25.8 
25  ..6 


1*6.7 


51*.  8 


23.0 


66.9 


63.7 


58.6 


72.5 


66.1 


5U.8 


23.1 


6h.9 


6k.9 


58.8 


35.0 


1*0.0 

39.9 


1*6.7 


5U.8 


33.0 


69.5 


68.0 


60.1 


1*9.5 


71*.]    1  71*. 7 


65.7    «  60.2 


Cheese 


June 
June 


26 
26 


June  26 


June  26 


June  2  7 


June 
June 


20 
20 


June  21 


Quotations 

Cur-:  Month  :  tear 
rent : earlier : earlier 


21.lt 
19.5 

29.2 


18.9 
18.2 

28.2 


30.8*  30.8 


31.8 


18.3 
16.8 


2i*.5 
23.7 

28.2 

30.(3 


31.8 


18.9  *  2U.0 
17.7  :  22.1; 


33.8*   33.8  *  33.8 


Source:  Intelligence  Bulletin,  the  Commonwealth  Economic  Committee j  and  the  Dairy 
Division,  Agricultural  Marketing  Service,  USDA, 
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EGYPT  INCREASES  COTTON 
ACREAGE  FOR  1953-59 

Egypt's  1958-59  cotton  acreage,  according  to  the  first  official  esti- 
mate issued  July  21,  1958,  is  1,977,000  acres.    This  represents  an  increase 
of  5  percent  from  the  1957-58  area  of  1,888,000  acres. 

U.  S.  EXPORTS  MORE 
COTTON  LINTERS  IN  MAY 

U.S.  exports  of  cotton  linters,  mostly  chemical  qualities,  were  17,000 
bales  (500  pounds  gross)  in  May  1958.    This  was  an  increase  of  21  percent 
from  exports  of  lk,000  bales  in  April,  although  about  19  percent  below 
exports  of  21,000  bales  in  May  1957.    Exports  during  August-May  1957-58 
were  203,000  bales,  compared  with  362,000  bales  exported  in  the  correspond- 
ing 1956-57  period. 

Principal  destinations  of  linters  exports  during  August-May  1957-58, 
with  comparable  1956-57  figures  in  parentheses,  were:    West  Germany  7^,000 
bales  (122,000);  United  Kingdom  39,000  (^9,000);  Netherlands  30,000  (60,000); 
Canada  2^,000  (30,000);  Japan  20,000  (59,000);  and  France  1^,000  (26,000). 

U.  S.  COTTON  EXPORTS 
INCREASE  IN  MAY 

U.S.  exports  of  cotton  (all  types)  in  May  1958  were  558,000  bales  of 
500  pounds  gross  (535,000  running  bales).    This  was  an  increase  of  6  per- 
cent from  April  exports  of  52^,000  bales,  though  less  than  the  692,000 
bales  exported  in  May  1957 • 

Exports  during  August-May  1957-58  were  5,020,000  bales  (^,815,000 
running  bales),  or  27  percent  below  exports  of  6,922,000  bales  in  the 
corresponding  1956-57  period. 

Sales  under  the  1957-58  cotton  export  program  of  the  Commodity  Credit 
Corporation,  for  export  between  August  16,  1957,  and  July  31,  1958,  totaled 
5,8^7,^6  running  bales  as  of  July  21,  1958.    The  average  selling  price, 
basis  Middling  1-inch  average  location,  was  28. 80  cents  per  pound  for  the 
July  21  sales,  compared  with  28.98  cents  for  the  sale  on  July  7« 

Exports  for  the  1957-58  season  (August- July)  are  expected  to  reach 
at  least  5,600,000  bales,  compared  with  exports  of  7,600,000  bales  in 
1956-57. 

Sales  under  the  1958-59  program,  for  export  on  or  after  August  1, 
1958,  totaled  690,26}+  bales  as  of  July  21,  1958.    The  average  selling 
price  for  the  sales  on  July  21  was  28.^8  cents  per  pound  for  Middling 
1-inch  cotton  at  average  location,  compared  with  28.^2  cents  for  the 
previous  sales  on  July  7-    Exports  in  the  1958-59  season  may  be  around 
1,000,000  bales  below  1957-58  exports. 
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COTTON:    United  States  exports  by  country  of  destination,  averages  1935-39 
and  1945-49,  annual  1955  and  1956,  August-May  1956-57  and  1957-58 

 (Bales  of  500  pounds  gross)  


Country, of 
destination 


ear  beginning  August  1 


Austria  

Belgium  

Denmark  

Finland  

France  

Germany,  West  

Italy  

Netherlands  

Norway  

Poland  and  Danzig, 

Portugal  

Spain  

Sweden  

Switzerland  

United  Kingdom..., 

Yugoslavia  

Other  Europe  

Total  Europe, 


Canada  

Cuba  

Israel  

Hong  Kong  

India  

Indonesia  

Korea,  Hep.  of  

Japan  

Philippines,  Rep.  of.: 
Taiwan  (Formosa) . . . 

Bolivia  

Chile  

Colombia  

Morocco  

Australia  

Other  countries.... 
Total  500-lb.  bales.:* 

a 

Total  running  bales.: 


August-May 


^Avej 
1935-39: 

■age  i 
!  1945-49! 

1955  . 

j    1956  , 

•  i 

,  1956-57. 

>  i 

.  1957-58 

> 

1,000  : 

;    1,000  : 

1,000  ! 

!     1,000  ! 

•  i 

»  4 

:    1,000  ! 

• 

:  1,000 

bales 

:    bales  : 

:    bales  : 

:    bales  : 

:    bales  : 

bales 

0  ! 

:    1/  36  : 

'  '  iB  i 

:         &  i 

:        44  ' 

:  48 

169  s 

:       131  i 

:        30  ! 

:      337  s 

i       308  i 

:  168 

33  s 

s        14  : 

3  : 

:        25  s 

!.       22  : 

:  25 

35  : 

!            21  ! 

:  16 

:  33 

t        29  : 

!  19 

662  j 

:       575  : 

178  ! 

433  : 

:       369  : 

:  253 

511  i 

:       340  i 

!         74  ! 

!     1,061  ! 

;       91*3  : 

t  572 

442  : 

i      U89  : 

105  ! 

:       720  ; 

:       623  s 

:  491 

107  ! 

!        131  ! 

:  17 

:       260  : 

:  210+ 

t  98 

17  ! 

f            7  ! 

:     2/  i 

:        21  : 

:        19  : 

!  12 

180  - 

:        69  j 

:         1  • 

!         27  ! 

:          0  : 

t  202 

36  j 

:     2/  , 

!          5  J 

!            91  ! 

;        86  ! 

!  22 

108 

:        69  : 

!       343  i 

s      174  1 

t  174 

:  174 

115  i 

;        12  : 

10  : 

111  : 

!        98  : 

!  110 

11  ! 

:        26  ! 

!  1U 

!  121 

:       116  i 

>  75 

1,346  j 

t       1*88  : 

:       153  i 

:  1,050 

t      919  •! 

:  527 

17  ! 

t        47  s 

!       109  ' 

!  141 

:       100  : 

:  51 

:    4/  90  ! 

5  . 

38 

24  ! 

16 

3,885  i 

:    2,545  ! 

881  : 

:    4,697  J 

:    4,118  : 

!  2,963 

i  * 
t  t 

301 

s       275  ' 

I       75  ! 

:  380 

:       328  i 

s  233 

11  i 

16  ! 

:  11 

:        31  : 

:        28  s 

:  37 

!   £/  ! 

i          5  i 

t  15 

!  19 

!            12  ! 

!  14 

:        35  > 

!        45  ' 

:  95 

!  81 

!  114 

•    -52  < 

i         86  : 

:         9  J 

;       301  : 

:       289  s 

:  109 

!              5  i 

:        15  i 

:  43 

!  41 

:  29 

:    -6/  48  i 

:       135  J 

:       220  • 

t       179  i 

t  168 

1,142  ! 

•      585  i 

t  873 

:    1,588  j 

!    1,371  : 

:  994 

:          2  j 

!              k  1 

:        12  ! 

36  i 

s        31  : 

:  48 

!              1  ! 

:  12U 

1  £.1 

I  161 

s      154  ' 

no 

t  78 

!  4 

1              2  ! 

:        13  : 

:         11  : 

;         9  : 

;  0 

9 

!  20 

:  lit 

i  74 

:        64  j 

!  34 

20 

s         24  : 

!  27 

I  52 

i  40 

!  61 

'     £/  « 

3 

:         6  : 

:        15  • 

!           13  ! 

10 

9 

:         7  ' 

!  28 

!  81 

t         70  : 

i  57 

7/  154  i 

!  8/  404  1 

37 

:  9/  109 

94  i 

71 

-  5,589  ■ 

4,065  ! 

:    2,320  : 

t    7,913  : 

:    6,922  ! 

:  5,020 

5,300  i 

s    3,917  J 

2,215  i 

7,593  s 

:  .  4,815 

1/  4-year  average.    2/  Less  than  500  bales.  3/ 
4/  Includes  Czechoslovakia  57  and  Greece  21. 

6/  3-: 

Inclu 


other  countries,    b/  3 -year  average 
Indochina  22.    8/  Includes  China  401. 
South  Africa  3l7  and  Uruguay  15. 


7/  Includes 
£/  Includes 


Includes  Czechoslovakia 
5/  If  any,  included  in 

China  117,  and  French 
Pakistan  28,  Union  of 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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U.  S.  EXPORTS  OF  AMERICAN - 
EGYPTIAN  COTTON  AT  LOW  LEVEL 

U.S.  exports  of  American-Egyptian  (extra -long  staple)  cotton  were 
only  56  bales  (  500  pounds  gross)  in  May  1953,  compared  with  279  "bales  in 
April,  and  5>079  "bales  in  May  1957*    The  United  Kingdom  and  Colombia 
received  most  of  the  May  exports. 

Exports  during  August-May  1957-58  were  10,000  hales,  in  contrast  to 
59,000  hales  in  the  same  months  of  1956-57.    Most  of  the  August-May 
exports  went  to  the  United  Kingdom,  France,  and  Austria,  with  smaller 
quantities  going  to  Chile,  West  Germany,  Colombia,  Italy,  and  the 
Netherlands. 

COTTON  CROP  IN  FRENCH  EQUATORIAL 
AFRICA  UP  SLIGHTLY  IN  1957-58 

Cotton  production  in  French  Equatorial  Africa  is  estimated  at  160,000 
bales  (500  pounds  gross)  for  1957-58.    This  is  slightly  more  than  the 
1956-57  crop  of  155,000  bales.    The  increase  was  attributed  to  favorable 
weather  during  the  growing  and  harvest  seasons. 

The  area  planted  to  cotton  this  season  declined  to  775,000  acres, 
compared  with  785,000  acres  last  year. 

Most  of  the  cotton  is  grown  in  the  northern  part  of  the  country,  where 
there  is  a  more  pronounced  dry  season.    About  65  percent  of  the  crop  is 
produced  in  Tchad  Province,  and  the  remaining  35  percent  in  Cubangui-Chari. 

Exports  of  French  Equatorial  cotton,  principally  to  France,  are 
expected  to  be  about  160,000  bales  during  the  August-July  1957-58  season. 
Exports  came  to  199,000  bales  in  1956-57 •  In  past  years  all  cotton  grown 
in  French  Equatorial  Africa  has  been  exported.  However,  reports  indicate 
that  2  small  cotton  mills  have  recently  begun  operations  and  are  expected 
to  use  a  total  of  2,000  bales  annually. 

Cotton  stocks  on  January  31,  1958,  were  estimated  at  about  90,000 
bales,  consisting  mostly  of  seed  cotton  held  by  gins.    Stocks  were 
expected  to  reach  a  peak  when  the  harvest  was  completed  in  March,  then 
decline  to  about  50,000  bales  by  July  31,  I958. 

In  1957-58  the  government  guaranteed  producers  a  minimum  price 
equivalent  to  5.6  cents  per  pound  for  first -quality  seed  cotton. 

SWEDEN'S  OILSEED  OUTPUT  DOWN 
SHARPLY  IN  1958 

The  1958  Swedish  oilseed  crop  is  preliminarily  estimated  at  12^,000 
short  tons,  one -third  below  the  outturn  last  year.    Poor  yields  due  to 
unfavorable  weather  late  in  the  spring  account  for  the  reduced  output. 
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OILSEEDS:     Sweden,  production  by  kind,  1957  and  1958 


Harvested  acreage 

Production 

Oilseed 

• 

:  1957 

• 

1958  1/  ; 

1957  : 

1958  1/ 

:  1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1  acres 

acres  ; 

sijurx  xons 

snorx  xons 

•      n  )  1  c:  r\ 

l<j.O 

135.0 

On  1-7 
02.7 

..:  U9.9 

1         59.3  ' 

:     38.6  : 

2lf.6 

:     1Q  8 

8  8 

7  5 

9.1  : 

2.2 

2.9 

..:  216.1 

211.8 

18^.6 

117.7 

..:  I6.3 

16.6 

5.5 

5-2 

k.k 

:  2.7 

2/  2.2 

:  3/  1.1 

231.1 

192.3 

12lf.0 

1/  Preliminary  estimate.    2/  78,735  bushels.    3/  39,370  bushels. 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 

Output  of  oil  from  the  present  rapeseed  crop  is  not  substantially  above 
domestic  requirements --estimated  at  100,000  tons  of  rapeseed.    However,  a 
government  policy  to  encourage  use  of  butter  instead  of  margarine  may  curb 
margarine  consumption  and  thus  increase  the  surplus  of  rapeseed  and  rapeseed 
oil. 


Sweden  still  faces  the  problem  of  disposing  of  some  7,700  tons  of  butter 
since  negotiations  with  the  U.S.S.R.  for  the  barter  of  most  of  this  butter 
have  not  resulted  in  an  agreement. 


U.K.  IMPORTS  RUSSIAN 
OILCAKE  AND  MEAL 


The  U.S.S.R.  has  sold  an  estimated  22,000  tons  of  oilcake  and  meal  to 
the  United  Kingdom  during  1958,  virtually  all  in  February  and  March  ( see 
Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  April  1^,  1958) .    However,  the  Russians  have 
defaulted  on  some  of  the  deliveries --the  exact  quantity  of  which  is  not 
available --and,  therefore,  the  actual  quantities  imported  to  date  are  not 
available . 

About  ^0  percent  of  the  imports  thus  far  are  reported  to  have  been 
soybean  meal  of  acceptable  quality  with  a  protein  content  of  h-7  percent. 
Another  ^-0  percent  was  cottonseed  meal  containing  h6  percent  protein  and 
viewed  by  the  trade  as  of  satisfactory  quality.    The  remainder  is  estimated 
at  i.0  percent  each  of  peanut  and  linseed  meals,  of  poor-to-fair  quality  with 
a  protein  content  of  ^8  and  38  percent,  respectively. 
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WEST  GERMAN  IMPORTS  OF  U.S.  FATS  AND  OILS 
MAY  FALL  FROM  HIGH  1957  LEVEL 

Abundance  of  butter  and  margarine  oils,  particularly  peanut  oil,  may 
result  in  somewhat  smaller  West  German  imports  of  U.S.  oilseeds  and  edible 
vegetable  oils  in  1958  compared  with  1957 •    Also,  West  Germany  may  increase 
its  imports  of  African  peanuts  and  peanut  oil  because  of  short  U.S.  supplies 
of  oil  from  the  1957  cottonseed  crop.    Peanut  oil  prices  in  1958  have  been 
appreciably  lower  than  usual  in  relation  to  cottonseed  and  soybean  oils. 

West  Germany's  imports  of  U.S.  soybeans  set  a  record  in  1957  and 
accounted  for  nearly  all  German  soybean  imports,  compared  with  about  85 
percent  in  1956.    Imports  of  U.S.  cottonseed  oil  in  1957  accounted  for 
nearly  all  cottonseed  oil  imported,  and  U.S.  soybean  oil  made  up  about  k-5 
percent  of  all  soybean  oil  imported.    Imports  of  both  oils  were  higher 
than  a  year  earlier. 

While  the  United  States  had  a  larger  share  of  West  Germany's  linseed 
oil  imports  in  1957  than  in  1956,  no  U.  S.  flaxseed  was  imported  last  year. 

Large  imports  of  U.S.  soybeans  and  Philippine  copra  in  1957  enabled 
West  Germany—one  of  the  world's  leading  importers  of  fats,  oils,  and 
oilseeds --to  increase  total  imports  of  oilbearing  materials  by  over  10 
percent  from  a  year  earlier.    Also,  there  were  substantial  increases  in 
imports  of  rapeseed  and  castor  beans.    Imports  of  peanuts,  cottonseed, 
sunflower  seed,  mustard  seed,  and  palm  kernels  were  down  from  1956. 

OILSEEDS  AND  OILS:     West  Germany,  total  imports  and  imports  from 
United  States,  selected  kinds,  1956  and  1957 


Item 


1956 


;  Total 

:  From 
:  U.S. 

:    U.S.  : 

:     share  : 

:  Short 

:  Short 

:  tons 

:  tons 

: Percent  : 

!  583,698 

M+8,8^9 

:     Qk  ': 

•  7,3^9 

1,853 

25  : 

:  106,8^9: 

10^,187 

:     98  ? 

:  35,690: 

^,605: 

13  : 

:  96,0^7: 

50,729: 

52  : 

1957  1/ 


Total 


From 
U.S. 


U.S. 

share 


Oilseeds: 

Soybeans  2/, 
Flaxseed  3/ 


Edible  oils: 
Cottonseed. 
Soybean. . . . 


Industrial  oils 

Linseed  

l/  Preliminary, 
million;  1957-23 


Short 
tons 


690,756 
7,696 


131,116 
29,687 


97,530 


Short 
tons 


675,0^2 


130,391 
12,928 


65,173 


Percent 


98 


99 


67 


2/  Converted  to  bushels:     I956-I9.5  million  and  15.O 
0  million  and  22.5  million.     3/  Converted  to  bushels: 
1956—2^,970  and  61,770;  1957—256,531  and  0.~ 


Compiled  from  official  and  other  sources. 
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Per  capita  consumption  of  fats  and  oils  in  West  Germany  has  about 
reached  a  plateau.    Margarine  consumption  in  1957  °n  a  per  capita  basis 
declined  from  a  year  earlier,  whereas  butter  consumption  rose  because  of 
large  surplus  supplies  at  a  time  when  consumer  incomes  were  rising. 

Per  capita  consumption  of  various  types  of  fats  and  oils  in  1956  and 
1957  was  as  follows: 


Commodity 

:  1956 

• 

1957 

:  Pounds 

• 

Pounds 

Vegetable  fats  and  oils: 

• 

• 

21.9 

2.2 

5.7 

5.7 

29.8 

13.2 

13.0 

• 

 :  56.7 

56.0 

INDIA'S  SESAME  SEED  OUTPUT 
DOWN  IN  1957-58 

The  all-India  final  estimate  for  sesame  seed  production  is  ^06,500  short 
tons,  a  decline  of  18  percent  from  1956-57.    Unfavorable  weather  at  sowing 
time  resulted  in  a  reduction  of  acreage  planted,  and  prolonged  dry  weather 
during  the  growing  period  reduced  yields. 

The  final  estimate  for  area  harvested  is  5«26  million  acres,  down  about 
h  percent  from  last  year. 

ARGENTINA  ISSUES  FINAL  ESTIMATES 
OF  SUNFLOWER,  PEANUT,  FLAXSEED  CROPS 

Argentina  has  recently  released  the  third  and  final  estimates  of  major 
oilseed  crops.    The  sunflower  seed  estimate  is       000  tons  less  than  earlier 
indicated,  but  the  estimates  of  peanuts  and  flaxseed  show  only  minor  changes 
(see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  May  26,  1958) • 

While  the  sunflower  crop  was  one -fifth  larger  than  the  1956-57  outturn, 
it  has  been  disappointing  because  the  planted  area  was  over  one -third  larger 
than  in  the  previous  year.    Isoca  (cutworm)  invasions  and  heavy  rains  earlier 
in  the  season  were  chiefly  responsible  for  the  low  yields.    The -recent  esti- 
mate is  almost  one -fifth  larger  than  the  1950-5^  average  but  is  nearly  one- 
third  less  than  the  record  1,199,300  tons  produced  from  k,k63,000  seeded 
acres  in  19^8-^9.     (Continued  on  page  2^) 
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The  peanut  crop  was  only  12  percent  less  than  last  year's  record.  With 
acreage  at  an  alltime  high,  a  new  record  had  been  expected,  but  adverse 
weather  late  in  the  season  reduced  yields.    The  estimate  is  the  second 
largest  of  record  and  more  than  double  the  1950-5^  average. 

The  final  flaxseed  estimate  is  slightly  larger  than  the  comparable 
estimate  of  the  previous  year  and  one -fourth  larger  than  the  1950-5^ 
average . 


SUNFLOWER  SEED,  PEANUTS,  FLAXSEED:     Argentina,  acreage  and  production, 

1957-58,  with  comparisons 


Commodity 

:  Unit 

: Average 
193^-35 
1938-39 

Average 
,19^9-50 

1953-5^ 

195^-55 

1955-56 

: 1956-57 

;i957-53 
"  1/ 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

:  Thou. 

:  Thou. 

Sunflower  seed: 

acres 

:  527 
2/  k-96 

170 

3,021 

1,381 
1,001 

:  312 

3,^52 

2,698 
831 

1  2,968 
:  2,386 
:  689 

:  3,95^ 
!  838 

Production. . , 

acres 
short  tons 

2,181 

705 

Peanuts : 

acres 

252 
•  2/  208 
87 

373 
336 
150 

:  388' 
:  368 
130 

506 
^3 

!  238 

:  559 
:  5^7 
:  351 

:  622 
:  310 

Production. . . 

acres 
, short  tons 

Flaxseed: 

acres  : 

7,^17 
6,k2l 

67,009 

2,253' 
:  1,817 
20,020 

1,827: 

:  1,565' 
15,9^' 

1,667 

.  1,097 
9,370 

:  3,176 
:  2,66l 
:  2k,k0Q 

i  3,569 
:  2,1^59 
2^,802 

Production. . . 

acres 
bushels 

l/  Preliminary. 

2/  ^-year 

average 

* 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 


U.K.  USE  OF  EDIBLE  VEGETABLE  OILS 
DOWN  IN  FIRST  QUARTER  OF  19 58 

Consumption  of  edible  oils  in  the  United  Kingdom  during  January -March 
1958  was  slightly  under  the  first  quarter  of  1957,  and  one-sixth  less  than 
in  the  corresponding  period  of  1956. 


Soybean  oil  was  the  only  oil  showing  greater  use,  some  of  which  was 
for  industrial  purposes.  Relatively  low  prices  probably  account  for  the 
increased  use. 
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Consumption  of  palm  kernel  oil  and  coconut  oil  during  January-March  was 
down  sharply  from  a  year  earlier,  possibly  because  of  more  competitive  prices 
for  substitutable  oils. 

Whale  oil  consumption,  however,  was  up  sharply,  and  the  consumption  rate 
could  increase  still  further  this  year.    Large  quantities  of  the  1957-58  Ant- 
arctic pelagic  whale  oil  recently  sold  for  around  8.5  cents  a  pound — 1  cent  be- 
low the  March  and  April  price. 

Butter  consumption  per  capita  exceeded  that  of  margarine  for  the  first 
time  since  World  War  II  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets f  April  5).    Lard  con- 
sumption continues  to  rise  as  consumers  still  consider  lard  a  better  buy  than 
compound  cooking  fat. 

FATS  AND  OILS •    United  Kingdom,  consumption  by  kind,  annual 
1956  and  1957,  and  January-March  1956-58 


Item 


1956 


1957  1/ 


1956 


January-March 


1958  1/ 


Edible : 

Peanut  oil  • . . . 
Cottonseed  oil  , 
Soybean  oil 

Other  oil  , 

Total   , 

Palm: 

Palm  oil   , 

Palm  kernel  oil 
Coconut  oil  .... 

Total   , 


Industrial : 
Linseed  oil 
Other  oil  ., 

Total 


Other: 

Whale  oil  .., 
Other  marine 

Tallow  

Lard  , 

Butter  ...... 


1,000 
short 
tons 


1,000 
short 
tons 


1,000 
short 
tons 


1,000 
short 


1,000 
short 
tons 


oil 


Total 


172.0: 
31.2: 
9.6 
29.3 

:  122.0 
:  25.8: 
:  23.0 
:  35.5 

:        47. T. 
:  10.3: 
:  2.7 
:  6.2, 

s  34.4: 
6.4: 

:  7.3: 
8.4 

:  33.2 
5.9 
8.7 

:  7.7 

242 .1: 

20oo3 

:  66.9. 

56.5 

55.5 

236.7: 

174.8 

128,1. 

:  208.9 
:  177.7 
:  122.2 

:  63.1: 
:  40.2: 
:  30.2: 

:  49.7 
:  49.4 
33t3 

49.8 
:  38.5 
20.3 

539.6 

:  508.8 

:  133.5: 

132.4: 

108.6 

119.1 
39.7 

!  112.6 
:  32.8 

:  26.4: 
■  §.4; 

26.7: 

I  9.9; 

:  33.7 
:  6.9 

149.8' 

!  145.4. 

34.8: 

36.6: 

:  40.6 

112.4: 
22.0. 
184.8 
122.5 
338.6 

• 

:       136.6:  22.5: 
t        24.3:  6.9. 
:       196.1:  40.8. 
t       132.0:  30.7: 
:       378.6:         77. 3< 

►  • 

:        29.7:  37.4 
:         4.8:  6.7 
:        44.5:  40.5 
:        31.0:  34.3 
84.7:  88.7 

780.3 

867.6:       178.2:      194.7:  207.6 

1,711.8:    1,728.1:       413.4:       420.2:  412.3 

1/  Preliminary. 

Compiled  from  unofficial  source. 
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JAPAN'S  "BIG  9"  IMPORTS  DOWN  FROM  U.  S.; 
UP  FROM  OTHER  COUNTRIES 

Japan's  "Big  9"  agricultural  imports  from  all  sources  during  January- 
April  1958  were  $25  million  less  than  during  the  corresponding  period  a 
year  ago.    The  decline  in  such  imports  from  the  United  States  was  $3^ 
million.    Thus,  imports  from  all  other  countries  collectively  increased 
about  7  percent. 

In  Japan's  imports  from  all  sources,  wheat,  rice,  and  corn  registered 
increases.    Smaller  wheat  imports  from  the  United  States  were  more  than 
offset  "by  larger  imports  from  Canada  and  Australia.    Japan  has  bought 
practically  no  U.S.  rice  since  the  end  of  1955  •    Thus  far  in  1958  rice  im- 
ports from  Taiwan  and  Mainland  China  are  larger  than  for  the  first  k  months 
of  1957.    Small  imports  were  registered  in  April  from  Spain,  Italy,  and 
Egypt --the  first  since  mid-1956.    Purchases  from  Thailand  and  Burma  are 
much  smaller  than  usual. 

Imports  of  corn  from  the  United  States  and  Thailand  increased  sharply, 
but  were  smaller  from  Argentina  and  the  Union  of  South  Africa. 

The  United  States  and  Canada  have  supplied  more  barley  than  during 
January -April  1957;  but  Australia  has  supplied  practically  none.  Somewhat 
heavier  imports  of  hides  and  skins  from  Argentina,  Australia,  and  New 
Zealand  were  more  than  offset  by  smaller  quantities  received  from  the 
United  States,  China,  Thailand,  and  Canada. 

Japan's  soybean  imports  were  up  about  30,000  tons,  with  all  of  the 
increase  accounted  for  by  the  United  States.    Since  prices  declined  about 
15  percent  during  the  year,  the  value  of  imports  was  down  $2  million  from 
a  year  earlier.    The  effects  of  Communist  China's  boycott  on  trade  with 
Japan  are  not  reflected  in  the  data  presented  here  because  this  embargo 
was  not  proclaimed  until  May  1958. 

Cotton  imports  from  Mexico,  El  Salvador,  and  Brazil  were  up  during  the 
period  under  review  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  But  a  sharp  reduc- 
tion in  imports  from  the  United  States,  Pakistan,  India,  and  Burma  resulted 
in  a  22 -percent  decline  in  total  cotton  imports.  This  reflects  curtailment 
of  the  Japanese  textile  industry  in  the  face  of  reduced  domestic  and  export 
demand  and  increased  stocks  of  raw  cotton  and  cotton  materials. 

Total  imports  of  tallow  were  off  8,000  tons,  or  about  20  percent,  dur- 
ing the  first  h  months  of  1958.    All  of  this  decline  was  in  imports  from 
the  United  States.    Supplies  from  Canada  and  New  Zealand  increased  about 
one-third,  but  still  make  up  only  10  percent  of  the  total.     Japan's  produc- 
tion of  soap  has  slackened  since  mid-1957 • 
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JAPAN :    Agricultural  imports,  from  all  sources,  and  from 
the  United  States,  January-April  1956-58 


QUANTITY 


Commodity 


3 

Wheat   551 

Rice  s  351 

Barley  :  287 

Corn   69 

Tobacco*  s  h 

Hides  and  skins  :  2U 

Soybeans......  :  298 

Cotton  3/  :  886 

Tallow  .7..  :  26 


1,000  metric  tons 


239 
16 
6U 
7 
2/ 
T6 
2U6 
263 
22 


523 
145 

268 

11*7 
2 

2h 
286 

1,131 
U2 


369 

g 

76 
2/ 

r? 

228 
633 
37 


683 
227 
2h0 
221 
1 

21 
315 
877 

3U 


310 
0 

115 
:m 

2/ 

15 

258 
ii02 
28 


VALUE 


Million  dollars 


s  i  t  tt  : 

Wheat   38.8  :    16.U  :  39.9  :    27.7    *  U6.6  t  22.0 

Rice  :  51.1  s     2.7  :  20„li  t       .1    s  33*0  :  0 

Barley   18.8  :     U.l  s  19.3  $     2.2    $  13»8  :  6.6 

Corn  s  I*.9  :       .5  s  10.8  :     5.5    :  13«6  s  9.6 

Tobacco   5.U  i     2/  :  U.3  i     2/     s  2.5  ,  2/ 

Hides  and  skins  s  9*0  •     5.0  j  9.2  $     6.1    *  7*9  .  £.8 

Soybeans..   32.3  :    26.1  s  3Uo0  s    26.6    $  32;©  $  26.2 

Cotton.  s  li*5.1i  s    U7.5  t  Hhol  :    9Uo5    :  139»3  :  60.9 

Tallow  :  5.6  :     k.9  s  8.9  t     7.9    s  7»3  i  6.1 

j  .  8  s  s  :  

Total  t  311.3  3     —  :  321.5  «  — <    :  296.2  t  — 

s  :  »  t  5  :  

Total  (excl.          :  ;  3  *"*""  ■  »  . 

tobacco)...   305.9  :  108.2  :  317«2  1  170.6    t  293.7  t  136.2 


2/ 
2/ 

3/ 


Less  than  500  metric  tons. 
Not  available 

1,000  bales  of  I4.8O  pounds  net 
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